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MaePoualcl was overwhelmed by his (Ideal at Leicester in
the General Ktecfton uf i<jUL Although IK* expected
that (he attack niadr upon him in the Prn;s was bound to
endanger his ehanee of re-eleefion, the result was unexpected
Leicester was a two-Member constituency, e.ieh elector having
two votes, As MaeDnnald had been fortunate enough to have
the general support of the Liberal organization in the con-
stituency, he had invariably obtained the Liberal's second
preference on the ballot paper. This unwritten agreement
between Mae.Donald and the Liberals had had its effect on his
policy, lie had to have regard to it in his actions in the
House of Commons, and it tempered his Socialism down to an
opportunist Liberalism. Jt was a hostage for his good behaviour
in Parliament to the Liberals who helped to put him there.
It is interesting to note, in view of after events, that, when
the Right Hon. J, 1L Thomas, the railway Trade1: Union
Leader, entered Parliament for the first time in i;)io, u similar
arrangement held between that Labour Leader and the Liberals
at J)erby. Sir Thomas Roe was the Liberal candidate there,
and he regarded Mr. Thomas not as a political opponent, but
as a friendly ally in the contest against the Conservative Party*
At Leicester, in xyitt, not only had the Liberals deserted
MacDonald because of his war-time unpopularity, but the
Asquithian Liberal Party itself had also such unpopularity that
its candidates were all but annihilated in the doctoral land-
slide, Deprived of this Liberal support, MaoPonnkl's defeat
was inevitable. Failure is always bitter, and to MacDonald it
was particularly so. To be rejected by a constituency that he
had done so much to win, in a constituency that; he had served
so faithfully for twelve eventful years, and in a constituency
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